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IN TER N A TIO N A L HONOR SO CIETY AWARDS ITS UM CHAPTER
M ISSOU LA —
Members of a University of Montana honor society have found the key to winning
international recognition among their peers.
U M ’s chapter of the Golden Key National Honor Society recently received the Most
Improved Chapter Award for the second consecutive year, and it has given the chapter a new goal to
strive toward. The next step is the highest group honor of Golden Key, the key chapter aw-ard,
according to Carol Bates, U M ’s chapter adviser.
UM ’s chapter president accepted the most improved award at the Golden Key International
Convention, “Bringing Home the Gold: A 20th Anniversary Celebration,” in August. The title
established U M ’s chapter as one with dramatic improvement of its leadership and involvement
beyond its first year of membership. Bates feels that the UM chapter has become very active since
its beginning at UM in 1993.
“The University of Montana students are very competitive at a national level,” says Bates.
“They are just an incredible group of students.”
UM ’s chapter focuses on service learning, a way for members to experience life and help the
community. Although inactive during the summer break, U M ’s chapter is gearing up for another
year of service to UM and Missoula. Members, numbering about 250, will help with an upcoming
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blood drive and food drive. Such involvements, along with presentations at local schools and
volunteer work at hospitals, make the Golden Key chapter an active component to U M ’s community
service force.
Golden Key is a nonprofit, academic honors organization that provides academic recognition,
career networking, leadership opportunities and scholarships to its members. Membership in Golden
Key is by invitation only. Members must be juniors or seniors within the top 15 percent of their
class and with a grade point average of 3.50 or higher. The Society has 259 chapters across the
United States, Puerto Rico, Canada and Australia.
Golden Key’s campus chapter will have information about the organization for interested
students at the University Center Oct. 6-8 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. A representative from the society’s
international headquarters also will be on hand to answer questions.
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